NUNS

fraternities of the Holy Sacrament/ or anything at all
resembling a monastic militia. Under no pretext will I go a
step further, or admit any ecclesiastics, except the secular
clergy. I am equally determined to exclude convents of
nuns; but I see no objection, under this head, to the old
nuns ending their days in the common life, and wearing
what habits they like indoors; but they must not admit
novices, or wear their habits out of doors. I except the
Sisters of Charity: I am even prepared to let them recruit
their Order by establishing novitiates. Two precautions
must therefore be taken in the case of nuns. First, we must
know who they are, and keep a careful watch on them, to
be sure that they are not directed by priests out of commu-
nion with their bishop. Any society that breaks these rules
deserves punishment without pity. It is on the criminal high
road, it is at the mercy of scoundrels; and there is nothing
too bad to expect from ill-behaved spinsters. Secondly, we
must see to it that they admit no novices. This is not so easy.
I see, for instance, that the Sisters of Mercy at No. 5 29 rue
de la Chaise take pupils. How is one to distinguish a pupil
from a novice? I must have a guarantee (i) that these pupils
do not wear religious habits, but ordinary clothes, (2) that
they are not kept there after the age of 18. All those over the
age of 18 ought to be sent away from these houses. They
must be warned to leave within 6 months: otherwise they
will see the house closed and the inmates dispersed. But it
would be best to secure some devout and sensible ecclesi-
astics, approved by the Archbishop, to visit and inspect
these establishments; or M. Portalis can commission some
members of the monastic underworld to perform this
function.

Report to me on the nuns of the congregation of the
rue Saint-Etienne, who are said in the report to be taking
in boarders and novices, and who have made a special
practice of devotions to the Sacred Heart. Find out whether
they are recognised by the Archbishop, and what novices
they admit. Make these inquiries through a Grand Vicar,
or in some other simple way, without alarming them. You
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